
   February 2, 2025                 
           The Presentation of the Lord 

The Church of 
ST. WILLIAM THE ABBOT 
A Roman Catholic Church 
_____________________ 

 
We, the parish family of St. William the 

Abbot, a welcoming Catholic community, 
led by the Holy Spirit, are called to pro-

claim, and to witness to, the Good News of 
Salvation, so that we may grow together, 
among all generations, and advance the 
Kingdom of God, in our love and service 

of God and neighbor. 
_______________________ 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

WEEKENDS 
Saturday: 4:00PM (Vigil)  

Sunday: 8:00, 10:15 & 11:45AM 
 

WEEKDAYS 
Monday & Tuesday: 9:00AM 

Wednesday: 9:00AM & 7:00PM 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday: 9:00AM 

 
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
As announced in the bulletin. 

 
CONFESSIONS  

Saturday after the 9:00AM Mass, and 3:00 
to 4:00PM. Half hour before each week-
end Mass, and Wednesday at 6:00PM. 

 
ROSARY 

The Rosary is recited weekdays and Sat-
urdays after the 9:00AM Mass with the Ex-

position of the Blessed Sacrament.   
 

Parish email: stwilliam@optonline.net 
Website: stwilliamtheabbot.com 

Phone: 732-840-3535 

Rev. Thomas Maher, Pastor 
Rev. James Redstone, In Memoriam 
Deacon Michael Abatemarco, Pastoral Associate 
Deacon George A. Prevosti 
Deacon Kevin Smith 
 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Friday, 9:30AM—1:30PM 
Also Wednesdays 4:00PM—6:30PM 
(Closed on Holy Days & Legal Holidays) 
 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
This sacrament is given for those facing serious ill-
ness or surgery, and for those of advanced years.  
If you or a family member plan to enter the hospital, 
please see Fr. Tom following Mass if you would like 
to receive this sacrament.  In case of emergency, 
please call the parish ofÞce. 

    The month of February is devoted     
        to the Holy Family.  
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Weekly Collection for January 26th, 2025 
 
 

Number of registered families . . .1,266 
   Number of weekly envelopes returned— 131 

                    Envelope contributions . . .$5,496.00            
Loose contributions . . .$944.00 
Mortgage Reduction. . .$665.00 

Latin America. . .$256.00 
   Candles. . . $228.00               

WeShare. . .$2055.00 
 

Total:  $9,644.00 
 

Thank you!  We are so grateful to all those who financially sacrifice each week to 
support our parish and its ministries!  We would especially like to thank all those 
who faithfully use their weekly parish contribution envelops and those who give 

online through WeShare.  

 
What is an active parishioner? 
An active parishioner is a person who participates in the 
life of the Church.  This means to follow the teachings 
of Jesus Christ and share in Christ’s role as priest, 
prophet and King.  We are called to lead others to faith 
by our good example, through loving service to others, 
and offering our prayers, works and activities to God.  
 
· An active parishioner is a person who has received 

or is preparing to receive the sacraments of Bap-
tism and Confirmation. 

· An active parishioner is a person who attends Mass 
regularly at St. William the Abbot and actively sup-
ports the sacramental programs for Penance, Eu-
charist and Confirmation.  Parents who want a 
Catholic Faith Formation & Education for their chil-
dren will see to it that their family attends Mass 
faithfully EVERY Sunday. 

· An active parishioner gives of themselves by donat-
ing TIME, TALENT and TREASURE to the ministries 
of the parish and or to the volunteer organizations 
that support the parish.  We are to share in the 
responsibilities that keep our Parish alive in a vi-
brant way.   

· An active parishioner is a good financial steward of 
the church.  As a parishioner, it is important to un-
derstand that giving financially to support the par-
ish is a vital and key component to active parishion-
er status. 

 
Why you need to be an active parishioner 
Parishioners seeking to be godparents or sponsors for 
the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation, or those 
wishing to be joined in Holy Matrimony must first be 
verified as “active members” of the parish. 
 
An active member: 
1) Is properly registered with the parish 
2) Faithfully attends Mass on Sundays and Holy Days 

of Obligation 
3) Participates in parish activities/ministries whenever 

possible. 
4) Consistently uses the parish envelope system or the 

electronic giving program to support the parish. 

 
The Knights of Columbus are asking any parishion-
ers with used eye glasses to donate them to the 
Joe Mazzarella Eye Glass Donation Program.  An 
eye receptacle is located in the parish hall.  All eye 
glasses are donated to the Eye’s for Needy Pro-
gram, who since 1932, provided over 8 million 

needy people in the United States and throughout the world the gift of 
better sight.  We thank you for all your donations and support. 

 
Please join us for the 
next Hospitality Sunday 
after all Masses on   
February 9th. 

 Simeon, a Levitical Priest in the Temple, who was inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, said of the infant Jesus, “A light for revelation to 
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.”  Luke 2:32 



 
 
 

 “It is a holy and wholesome thing to pray for the 
living and the dead.” II Mac. 12:46 

 
 

Saturday, February 1  First Saturday                   
4:00—Mary Cleary 
 r/b Rachel Rizzo 
                                                        
Sunday, February 2  The Presentation of the Lord                  
8:00—People of the Parish  
10:15—Mary Cleary 
 r/b M/M George Weis                                            
11:45—Albert Abatemarco 
 r/b Deacon Mike & Pat    
                               
Monday, February 3  St. Blaise /Blessing of the Throats   
9:00—Sandra Campos 
 r/b St. William the Abbot 
7:00—People of the Parish 
                                                       
Tuesday, February 4                                   
9:00—Michael Cheselka                           
 r/b M/M George Weis                                      
 
Wednesday, February 5  St. Agatha                                                                
9:00—Thomas Planson 
 r/b  M/M Roy Draggotta    
7:00—Scott Haldane     
 r/b  Dawn Cappetto                     
                                                                                               
Thursday, February 6  St. Paul Miki & Companions                  
9:00—Harold Turner     
 r/b M/M John Puglisi 
                        
Friday, February 7  First Friday                                                                    
9:00—Steven Cier 
 r/b M/M George Weis 
 
Saturday, February 8  Sts. Jerome Emiliani & Josephine Bakhita  
9:00—Sandra Campos 
 r/b Felix Guillermo 
4:00—Alice Rebelo 
 r/b Trudy & Ernie Rubelo    
        
Sunday, February 9  World Marriage Day                                                 
8:00—John K. Lloyd 
 r/b Dr. Joe Mannion                              
10:15—People of the Parish                                                                
11:45—Mary Cleary       
 r/b The Deering Family 
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Please keep in your prayers 
those serving in our military.  
Send in names of friends or  
family members you would 

 like us to pray for.  
 

Oryah Hametz Hokzler—Army 
Vincent Moran—Marines;  

Hunter Freedline--Army;  John & Emma Carlucci—Air 
Force;  Anthony Morsillo—Marines;  Kathryn Ar-
way—Coast Guard; Mitchell McKenney—Coast 

Guard; Katie Austin Underhill—Army;  Jeremy Ra-
mos—Air Force;  Eddie Roszkowski—Navy;  Aaron 
MacDonald—Marines          

 
Pray to your Guardian Angel everyday: 

Angel of God, my guardian dear, to whom God’s love commits me 
here.  Ever this day,  

be at my side, to light and guard, to rule and guide.  Amen. 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp is lit in memory of Edward & 
Patrick Truax r/b Their loving family 

 
 
 
 
 
Please bring health, healing, and hope to those  who 
are sick in our community, especially:   Jonathon 
Capriotti, Emily Capriotti, Matthew Cerritelli, John 
Sproat, Jr., Joe DelGuercio, Jesse Pintillo, Eileen Ber-
tola, Michael Untisz, Joseph Untisz, Wayne Farmer, 
Barbara Maloney, Natasha Sanchez, Richard Policas-
tro, Erin Mackintosh, Gene Sacco, Johnny Daley, 
Richard Romano, Kerry O’Connor, Ethel Lowe, Nicola 
Schirripa & Dr. Fiore. We also ask you Lord, to 
watch over all those with incurable autoimmune dis-
eases and for all those  who are afflicted with can-
cer, MS, CF, Lou Gehrig’s disease, for those who 
suffer from Alzheimer disease, dementia, addictions, 
and their families.  
 
God of all consolation, give life and health to 
our sisters and brothers for whom we pray in 
your Holy Name.  Amen. 

This weekend, Candlemas, Father 
Tom will be blessing all candles 
during all Masses for your personal 
at home use.  There is a table set 
up where you can place your can-
dles to be blessed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us at 1:00pm on Wednesdays to play Mah Jongg.  If 
you don’t know how to play and would like to learn, we 
do have experienced players to help you.  Please call the 
parish  office. 
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Reading I: Malachi 3: 1-4 
The Lord’s messenger (Elijah) will make Israel ready for the Lord’s coming by returning the people to cove-
nant obedience. 

Reading II: Hebrews 2: 14-18 
Jesus was like us in all things but sin. He took on our nature in order to die so that He could “rob” Satan of 
his claim over our lives. 

The Gospel: Luke 2: 22-40, or 22-32 
Mary and Joseph fulfill the Law of Purification for all new mothers, not because they needed to be cleansed, 
but because they wanted to avoid giving others scandal. The elderly Simeon calls the Child “the Light to all 
nations.” 

Saint Blaise, Feast day February 3 
Patron of Throat Ailments, animals, wool combers & wool trading 

 The blessing of throats, invoking the intercession of St. Blaise, has become a very popular devotion.  This 
Bishop and Martyr, devoted the early years of his life to the study of philosophy and afterward became a physician.  
St. Blaise was ordained to the priesthood and made Bishop in Amenia (which is now Turkey) where he was seized 
and carried off to prison by the Governor’s officials.  On his way to prison, a distracted mother whose child was suf-
fering from a disease of the throat begged for his aid.  At his intercession the child was cured and since that time his 
aid has been solicited in cases of a similar disease.  After cruel tortures, St. Blaise was beheaded.  Through his inter-
cession many have been cured of throat diseases or protected from evil.  
 Today the priest gives the blessing of St. Blaise by holding two candles in the form of a cross touching the 
throat, and prays that through the merits and intercession of St. Blaise the person blessed may be delivered from 
throat ailments. 
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¨ Choose weekly or monthly dona-
tion 
¨ Update desired offering any time 
¨ And, print your year-end state-
ment in seconds—at any time! 
 
 
Online giving is the best way to sup-

port St. William the Abbot—now more than ever!  It pro-
vides steady support, it’s environmentally friendly, and 
less costly than using envelopes.  Look for the WeShare 
link on our website. 

 
 
 
 
 

Are 
you a Catholic who was married by a justice of the peace 
or a minister of another denomination?  As a married 
couple, you have already made a commitment to one 
another.  Perhaps you’d like to consider taking your mar-
riage to the next level by inviting Jesus to dwell within 
your relationship.  If you feel ready to begin the process 
of preparing for marriage in the Church, or if you’d simp-
ly like to discuss your options, please call the parish of-
fice to set up an appointment with Fr. Tom.  You’ll be so 
glad you did! 

Ways to remember or commemorate an event at 
St. William the Abbot 
Commemorative Bricks:  This is an ideal way to commem-
orate a graduation, wedding, special family celebration, 
or to acknowledge a loved one.  To order a brick, which 
will be placed in the garden near Mary, contact the parish 
office.  The cost is $100 for 8x8 brick and $75 for a 4x8 
brick. 
 
Bequests 
St. William is a tax-exempt non-profit Organization and 
gratefully accepts donations from last will and testament 
and/or stock to assist our parish.  For more information 
on how to have your wishes known, please talk to your 
personal banking representative.  May God Bless you for 
your generosity! 
 
Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp can be lit in honor of or in memory 
of a loved one for one week.  It is announced in the bul-
letin and before all the Saturday/Sunday Masses.  The 
donation is $25. 
 
Flowers for Jesus 
Flowers for Jesus is a bouquet of flowers that will be 
bought in honor or memory of a loved one.  They will be 
placed at the Altar for the weekend Masses.  It will be 
announced in the bulletin and at each Mass.  The dona-
tion is $50. 
 

There will be a Bilingual Faith Formation and Parish Ministry Confer-
ence on March 29, 2025.   
 
Registration has begun.  This Conference is perfect for everyone in-
volved in passing on the Catholic faith—Parish Catechists, School 
Teachers, Youth Ministers, and more.  Attendees will enjoy enriching 
workshops, keynote speakers, Mass with the Bishop, and excellent 
networking. It will be held at St. John Vianney High School  in Holmdel 
9:30am-3:00pm.   
 
Our keynote speakers will be Chris Padgett (English) and Fr. Agostino 
Torres, CFR (Spanish).  There will be over 30 workshop speakers in 
both English and Spanish.  
 
Bishop David M. O’Connell will be our celebrant for Mass. 
 
There will be something for everyone! 
 
Registration Fee:  $35/person with an early registration discount of $25 
through 1/31/25.   Questions:  Contact Michelle Angelo Santoro at 609-
403-7174 or email her at mangelo@dioceseoftrenton.org   

Requirements to Obtain a Sponsor Certificate/
Letter of Eligibility  
 
The godparents, together with the parents, must be will-
ing to help the baptized grow in love for Christ and 
neighbor. By word and example, the godparents will en-
courage the candidate to live the Christian life and fulfill 
faithfully the obligations connected with it. (cf. Code of 
Canon Law, c. 872-874)  
• A sponsor must have received the Sacraments of Bap-
tism, Holy Eucharist, Confirmation, and if married, mar-
ried in the Catholic Church.  
• A sponsor must be at least 16 years old.  
• A sponsor attends Mass faithfully participating in the 
life and support of the Church, receiving the Eucharist, 
and leading a life according to the teachings of the 
Church.  
• A sponsor must be registered here at St. William. If 
he/she received all his/her sacraments here at St. Wil-
liam, but does not live here, they are not a member of 
this parish but a member of the parish whose territory 
he/she now resides in. That parish is the one to go to, to 
receive a sponsor certificate.  

We need your cooperation! 
 
In an effort to keep our files current, please notify us if: 

· You have a new phone number or address 

· You no longer have a land line that we may have on file 

· Your children are out of school and need to register on their own 

· You have an email address you would like on file or if you have a new 
email address 

· You no longer want to be registered 

· You donate electronically and no longer need envelopes 
 
Please email the parish office your updates.  Thank you! 

   
 
 
         ST. WILLIAM THE ABBOT IS ON FACEBOOK! 
   Please check out our Facebook page.  Our page just 
reached 600 followers!  Thanks to all our FB fans.  Tune 
in for our daily message and other announcements.  
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Ana Maria invites us to join her as she shares: 
“Behold, I Make All Things New”  Rev 21:5 

 
Date:   Saturday, February 8, 2025 

        9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
                                       Mass-9:00am. will be celebrated by Fr. Thomas Maher 

Place:   St. William the Abbot Church 
           2740 Lakewood Allenwood Rd 

    Howell, NJ 07731 
 

         Admission:  $25.00 includes Box lunch - pay at the door 
Come and bring a friend! 

 
         Reservations: are necessary-must select a Box Lunch from   

Selections listed on CWOZ Website  www.cwoz.org 
          You can also register by phone-please leave your phone number,  
  spell your last name and selection of Box Lunch  
              at 732-475-7113 no later than Tuesday, February 4, 2025 
 

                          Mary Ann Collett, Co-founder/Director of Catholic Women of Zion cwoz@cwoZ.rg 

 
RETROUVAILLE:  REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN YOUR MARRIAGE:  Tens of thou-
sands of couples have healed their marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-vy).  If you know anyone who 
could benefit from this program, please pass this on.  Couples learn to build communication skills and to increase inti-
macy.  It provides help for marriage problems, difficulties or crises.  The next program will be held February 14 - 16, 
2025 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA.  For more information, or to register, vis-
it www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230.  All inquiries are strictly confidential. 

In observance of World Marriage Day (Sunday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2025) and National Marriage Week 
(February 7-14, 2025), the Diocese of Trenton hon-
ors all Catholic married couples with a special web 
resource to enhance their marriage in three im-
portant ways: 1) Reconnect with Your Spouse, 2) 
Make Your Marriage Even Better, and 3) Serve Oth-
ers in Your Marriage. Find all this and more at 
www.dioceseoftrenton.org/world-marriage-day-for-

couples, and for newly married couples, be sure to visit www.dioceseoftrenton.org/newly-married-
resource-page - what every couple needs to make their marriage extraordinary! (Part of the Build-
ingStrongMarriages.org initiative of the Diocese of Trenton).            
 From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 1601 “The matrimonial covenant, by which a man and 
a woman establish between themselves a partnership of the whole life, is by its nature ordered toward the 
good of the spouses and the procreation and education of offspring; this covenant between baptized per-
sons has been raised by Christ the Lord to the dignity of a sacrament.” 
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Quail Creek Pharmacy
2 Ramtown-Greenville Rd

Corner Newtons Corner Rd., Howell
785-9711 • Fax 785-1543

Open Everyday
Mona Salama - Pharmacist
Raouf Salama - Pharmacist

Personalized Service • Gifts • Greeting Cards

rethink
rebuild
rejoice

F R E EDOWNLOAD!

Serving St. William the Abbot
Parish Since 2001

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

ROOFINGROOFING •  • CHIMNEYCHIMNEY

MASONRYMASONRY •  • DECKINGDECKING

862-222-1016862-222-1016

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATEDFAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

LIC# 13VH12761400LIC# 13VH12761400

20+ Years in Business20+ Years in Business

SERVING ALL OF NEW JERSEYSERVING ALL OF NEW JERSEY

WE FIND & FIX LEAKS

OFF
ANY NEW PROJECTS

OFF
ANY REPAIRS

$1,000$1,000

15%15%

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME
BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

CONTACT ME
Ellen Bollinger

ebollinger@jppc.net
(917) 488-2035

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!
Your continued support has not gone 

unnoticed by your parish community and 
is SO appreciated!

t   
e  p ns r ! 
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Kevin C. O’Brien, Manager - NJ Lic. No. 4805Kevin C. O’Brien, Manager - NJ Lic. No. 4805
www.obrienfuneralhome.comwww.obrienfuneralhome.com

505 Burnt Tavern Road • Brick, NJ 08724505 Burnt Tavern Road • Brick, NJ 08724
732-899-8600732-899-8600

2028 Highway 35 • Wall Twp., NJ 077192028 Highway 35 • Wall Twp., NJ 07719
732-449-6900732-449-6900

Family Owned-Family Owned-Family FirstFamily First-Family Operated-Family Operated

FUNERAL HOME

Mark A. Santomenna, D.D.S.

Experience Positive, Personalized Care
Ramtown Plaza • 137 Newton’s Corner Road
Howell, New Jersey 07731

Tel 732-206-0408
Fax 732-206-9807              www.RamtownDental.com

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

732-308-9988
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

RIGHTWAY 
WATERPROOFING CO.

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

check out the latest offerings by 
your bulletin sponsors by 
downloading our free app

TM
FindingF BER

Family Owned/Operated
Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured

20+ Years

732-589-9967
Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

20% 
OFF

Any Roof, Chimney, 
Gutter, Masonry 

Repair & SENIORS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

$1100 
OFF

Any New Roof 
Replacement

ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

MASONRY • GUTTERS
DECK REPAIR




